Asian-Pacific consensus statement on the management of chronic hepatitis B: a 2005 update.
A large amount of new data on the treatment of chronic hepatitis B has become available such that the 2003 consensus statement requires revision and update. New data were presented, discussed and debated in an expert pre-meeting to draft a revision. The revised contents were finalized after discussion in a general meeting of APASL. Conceptual background, including the efficacy and safety profile of currently available and emerging drugs, was reviewed. Nineteen recommendations were formed and unresolved issues and areas for further study were suggested. The current therapy of chronic hepatitis B is modestly effective but not satisfactory. The development of new drugs and new strategies is required to further improve the outcomes of treatment.